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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

LOFTUS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


('.KNTI.KMKX, 

Minislrv  of  Health,  in  circular  648,  liave  reciiiested  tliat  the  Annual  Rei)ort,  for 
1925,  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  he  drawn  up  on  fuller  lines  than  the 
iinniediatelv  preceding  ones;  that  it  be,  in  fact,  what  is  called  a  .Survey  Report,  and  I  there¬ 
fore  present  this  Report  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  rc(|nirenients. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Anur  (acres)  6,397. 

Population  :  Census  1921,9,014. 

Estimate,  1925,  9,321. 

Xnmher  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  1,750. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  :  1,892. 

New  houses  erected,  mid-1921  to  mid-1925:  19. 

Rateable  Value  :  £37,250. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £155. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area  :  -The  district  is  roughly 
oblong,  two  miles  wide,  extending  from  shaly  cliffs  at  the  coast  five  miles  southwards  to  the 
moors  of  the  Cleveland  Hills.  It  is  sharply  undulating,  in  great  part  between  300  and  500 
feet  al)ove  sea  level.  The  geological  strata  are  oolite  and  lias,  containing  ironstone  which 
is  mined  near  the  coast  ;  the  surface,  north  of  the  moors,  is  good  agricultural  land. 

Social  Conditions: — The  centres  of  population  are  :  Eoftus  (proper)  on  a  hill  about 
one  mile  from  the  coast:  Tiverton  Mines,  on  another  hill  immediatel\'  south-west  of  Loftus; 
Skinningrove,  lying  low  in  a  narrow  valley  and  on  one  side  fronting  the  sea  ;  i^art  of  Carlin 
How,  a  village  adjacent  to  .Skinningrove,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  to  the  south-west  ;  and  Old 
Tiverton,  a  purely  agricultural  village,  a  mile-and-a-half  south  of  Toftus. 

Immediately  south  of  .Skinningrove,  is  the  Toftus  Mine,  where  ironstone  is  worked  ;  at 
Tiverton  Mines  are  other  ironstone  mines,  closed  in  the  stoppage  of  192!  and  not  re-opened; 
while  between  Carlin  How  and  the  sea  is  the  .Skinningrove  Iron  works,  where  steel  and  iron 
are  manufactured. 
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At  the  1921  census  3:U%  of  tlie  occupied  males  were  employed  in  the  ironstone  mines: 
a  considerable  decrease  from  the  49%  so  employed  in  1911.  Nearly  20%  of  the  occupied  males 
in  1921  returned  their  occupation  as  metal  workers;  nearly  5'%  were  builders  or  bricklayers, 
and  about  the  same  proportion  were  transport  workers  or  engaged  in  agricultural  occupations. 
One  half  the  poimlatiou,  therefore,  depend  on  the  mining  and  manufacture  of  iron.  'I'he  census 
of  1921  further  showed  that  8(S'’„  of  the  population  were  living  in  houses  with  fewer  than  six 
rooms. 

Vital  Statistics:  Within  recent  >ears,  commencing,  to  be  precise,  in  1922,  mortality 
in  the  district  has  been  at  a  veiy  low  level.  In  the  five  vears  1909 — 1913  the  standardised 
annual  death-rate  in  the  district  was  13.6,  and  in  the  ensuing  five  years,  1914 — 1918,  13.3;  in 
the  five  years  1921 — 1925  it  has  maintained  the  low  average  of  9-6,  as  against  a  rate  over  the 
whole  country  of  12-2.  lu  the  adjoining  district  of  .Skelton  &  brotton  for  these  five  years 
the  standardised  death-rate  has  been  1  1.0,  and  in  Guisborough  Urban  District  as  high  as  1 1.8. 
The  crude  death-rate  in  1925  was  10.4,  and  in  1924,  9.2.  The  first  year  of  life  has  shared  in 
the  favourable  health  of  the  district  :  over  the  five  \  ears  1921  — 1925  mortalitv  at  that  age  has 
been  at  the  rate  of  67i  infant  deaths  per  thousand  births;  in  1925  it  was  66i,  in  1924,  43,  the 
average  figure  for  Kngland  and  Wales  in  both  years  being  75.  The  birth-rate  is  steadily 
diminishing  and  is  now  less  than  in  any  of  the  war  \  ears  :  in  1925  it  was  17.7,  the  average 
annual  rate  over  1909 — 1913  being  33.0,  almost  doid)le. 

There  are  17  urban  distiicts  or  Ijoroughs  in  the  North  Riding,  and  from  the  annual 
reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  I  find  that  in  each  of  the  three  \  ears  1922  to  1924  your 
district  had  the  second  lowest  death-rate  among  these  urban  districts,  the  lowest  position 
each  \  ear  being  held  by  Kirklington  ;  in  1922  your  district  held  the  third  lowest  position  as 
regards  infant  mortalit\’,  in  1923  the  fourth  lowest,  and  in  1924  the  second  lowest.  Taking 
both  rates  together  this  district  may  now  claim  to  be  the  healthiest  urban  district  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

Poor-Law  Relief: — The  coal-stoppage  in  1921  resulted  in  the  immediate  closing  down 
of  the  two  ironstone  mines  and  the  steel  works  in  the  district;  one  of  the  mines  has  not  re¬ 
opened,  and  when  the  other  and  the  steel  works  did  re-open  it  was  with  diminished  employees 
and  short  time.  Unemployment  pa\-  or  poor-law  relief  has  been  the  source  of  income  of  a 
serious  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  up  to  and  including  the  year  under  review. 

Extent  to  which  Hospitals  are  used:  In  the  three  years  1923 — 1925  twenty-seven 
of  the  total  of  258  deaths  of  residents  in  the  district  took  place  in  hospitals.  One  may  conclude 
that  api^roximatel y  one-tenth  of  the  sti  ions  cases  of  sickness  receive  hospital  treatment.  Of  the 
hospital  deaths  eleven  occurred  in  the  Union  Infirmary  at  Guisborough,  ten  in  the  North 
Ormesby  Hospital,  Middlesborough,  two  in  the  Miners’  Hospital  at  Skinningrove,  and  one  in 
the  Council’s  Fever  Hospital. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


Hospitals  provided 

or  subsidised  : 

1 

(1)  'rubercnlosis 

(</)  by  the  l.oc.il 

{h}  b\  the  Coimty  Ciuiiicil. 

Wfiisleydale  Sanalorinm,  Aysgarth. 

(2)  Maternitv 

(3)  Children 

kntson  Hosi)ital,  Xorlhallcrton. 
I’hillipson’s  Home,  .''^tannington. 

Mollis  Orange,  Calterick. 

Middlesbrough  Maternitv-  Hospital. 

(4)  Fever 

Isolation  Hospital. 

— 

(5)  Smallpt)x 

— 

— 

(6)  Other 

— 

— 

Isolation  Hospital :  The  Comicil’s  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  south  of  the  foot- 
road  from  Loftus  to  vSkiiiuiugrove.  It  consists  of  a  stone  cottage,  occupied  hy  tlie  caretaker, 
and  two  wood  and  galvanized  iron  hnildings  containing  ten  beds  for  patients.  It  has  been 
much  improved  by  the  provision  of  water-closets  and  bath-rooms,  with  a  hot-water  suppK', 
to  each  ward-block,  and  by  the  installation  of  electric  light.  Heating  is  l>y  coke  stoves.  The 
hospital  site  is  unfenced  and  more  or  less  undefined  :  There  is  no  definite  evidence  that  this 
lack  of  protection  against  the  meeting  of  convalescents  and  the  general  public  has  resulted  in 
the  spreatl  of  infection. 

Smallpox  Hospital  Accommodation: — The  Council  has  deciiled  that  in  the  event  of 
any  cases  of  Smallpo.K  arising  in  their  district,  they  shall  be  lemoved  to  one  of  the  two  ward- 
blocks  at  the  Isolation  Hosi)ital.  The  risk  of  the  spread  of  infection  of  cases  treated  there 
would  be  high,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  area  maintains  the  freedom  from  smallpox  it  has 
enjoyed  for  so  many  years. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants,  and 
Homeless  Children  in  the  Area:  Nil. 

Ambulance  Facilities  (a)  for  Infectious  Cases:  The  Council  use  an  adapted  cab  for 
Iranspoiting  fever  cases. 

(b)  for  Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases :  The  St.  John  Ambulance  .Association  main¬ 
tain  an  ambulance  at  Carlin  How. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: 


(i 


Proviilcil  by  the  Loc.'il 
Authority. 

Mate] niul  Child  Welfare  Al  the  Town  Hall,  Loflns,  first 
Centre.  and  third  Thttrsda\s,  3  p.ni. 

One  large  meeting  hall, 
one  doctor’s  constilting  room. 
School  Clinic  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ...  — 

Treatment  Centre  for  — 

Venereal  Diseases 


Proviticil  or  subsiciiscil  by  the 
County  Council. 


vSt.  John  Ambulance  Room, 
Carlin  How. 

Skelton. 

At  vStockton  tt  Thornaby 
Hospital. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority:  particulars  of  these  are  given  in 
Table  6.  Mr.  Andsley  holds  the  vSanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  .Sanitary 
Institute. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home: — There  is  a  District  Nursing  Association  in 
Loftus,  with  no  co-ordination  with  the  local  authority. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  nursing  of  infectious  disease,  such  as  measles,  etc.,  in  the 
home. 


Midwives  :  The  local  authority  terminated  the  appointment  of  a  midwife  at  the  end  of 
1923  and  has  since  made  no  payment  to  practising  midwdves,  of  w'hom  there  is  one  in  the 
district. 


Chemical  Work: — Any  chemical  work  required  has  been  done  by  Mr.  B.  A.  Burrell, 
County  Analyst,  Leeds. 


Copies  of  four  analyses  of  water  are  given  below  :  Sample  A  was  from  the  spring  sup¬ 
plying  the  spout  in  High  .Street,  Loftus  ;  B,  the  spring  supplying  spout  at  P'otils^  ke  :  C,  tank 
leading  from  spring  at  Micklow  Lane;  and  D  was  from  a  domestic  tap  connected  with  the 
Cleveland  Water  Company’s  main. 

(B) 

Oct.  14,  1920. 

0-5  yellow. 

0.2  blue. 


Date  taken. 

Colour  in  2-foot  tube, 
Lovibond’s  units 


(A) 

Oct.  14,  1920. 
1  -3  yellow. 


(C) 

Oct.  1,  1923. 
0-9  5'ellow. 


Smell  at  100°  ^Fahrenheit 


none. 


none. 


very  faint 
earthy. 

The  samples  contain,  in  grains  per  gallon: 


ID) 

Nov.  19,  1921. 
6.0  yellow. 

1.5  red. 

0.8  blue, 
none. 


Chlorides,  equivalent  7-16  6.69  5.54  2.31. 

to  common  salt 
Nitrates,  ecjuivalent  to 
calcium  nitrate 


trace. 


trace. 


trace. 


none. 
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(A) 

Nitrites  none. 

Cnloimn,  nins;iiesinni,  s:ili  s,  etc.  19-1 1) 
\'('>Iatile  ami  organic  matter  2. .35 
(lost  In  careful  ignitioiO. 

'I'otal  dissolved  solids  28-70 
Containing  injurions  metals  none. 
Containing  Ammonia  ().()03 

,,  also  organic  ammonia  ().()04 

Sediment  :  Moderate, 

earthv  matter. 

Microscopic  Ivxamination  ; 

animalcnla'  some. 


(B) 

fc) 

(D) 

none. 

none. 

none. 

14.. 34 

21.34 

5-81 

1  .68 

1  -06 

1-12 

22-71 

28-84 

0-24 

none. 

none. 

none. 

0-004 

0-006 

0-002 

0-00.3 

0.006 

0-002 

Moderate, 

\'er\-  small 

Laige  vegetable 

eai  thv  and 

earthy  matter. 

matter,  plant  etc. 

vegetable  matter, 

etc. 

oxide  of  iron. 

some. 

few. 

large  number. 

(A) ;  Tliis  water  requires  careful  nitration,  if  would  then  he  quite  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use.  The  spring  as  described  aliove  appears  to  be  liable  to  pollution  and  steps 
shotdd  be  at  once  taken  to  fence  it  round,  and  also  to  prevent  anv  manure  being  applied 
to  the  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinitv  of  the  spring. 

(B)  :  This  water  contains  about  six  grains  less  of  total  dissolved  solids  as  compared  with  A, 

in  other  respects  it  has  the  same  general  character.  Tdke  A  it  re(iuires  filtration,  the 
filtered  water  would  then  be  quite  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

(C)  This  water  would  be  improved  by  filtration  and  would  then  be  quite  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  use.  It  is  a  hard  water,  but  the  hardness  is  not  sufficient  to 
render  it  objectionable  (about  20°). 

(D)  :  Tither  this  water  is  not  being  properl}’  filtered,  or  it  is  passing  through  dirty  mains.  In 
its  present  state  it  is  not  suitable  for  a  public  supply.  If  the  large  quantity  of  sediment 
was  removed  by  filtration,  the  water  would  be  of  good  (juality  and  might  be  safely  used 
for  drinking  and  dotnestic  purposes.” 

As  regards  the  report  on  sample  I)  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  large  amount  of  sediment 
was  assigned  by  the  Water  Compain'  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  drought  they  had  been 
unable  to  flush  the  mains  for  seven  months  ;  after  flushing  the  water  regained  its  ordinary 
clear  character. 


Legislation  in  force  in  the  District:  See  Tabled. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  : — The  bulk  of  the  district,  that  is,  Carlin  How,  Skinningrove,  I.ivertou  Mines 
and  all  Loftus  i)ro])er  save  KSO  houses  is  supplied  !)}•  the  Cleveland  Water  Comi)any. 

The  Zetland  listate  furnishes  a  private  supply  to  160  houses  in  the  old  part  of  Loftus. 
Liverton  \'illage  has  a  private  estate  supply. 

Micklow  and  lepton  are  supplied  by  wells. 
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Slix'Cl  lh>iiscs  it'Cfives  a  daily  private  supply  l)v  water  cart  from  a  spring  near  the  coast, 
an  analvsis  of  wliicii  is  given  under  C  on  pages  G  and  7. 

'I'he  Cleveland  W’ater  Conipan\’s  supply  is  derived  from  springs  and  streams  on  the 
moors  tour  miles  south-west  of  lyoflns,  and  is  brought  through  Hnckrnsh  reservoir.  Some 
parts  of  Loftns,  particnlarlv  the  34  houses  at  Noilh  Terrace,  hut  also  Se\ nionr  Hill,  Spring 
Head,  Micklow  Lane  and  Last  Loftns  approach  the  altitude  of  the  reservoir,  and  the  supply 
of  these  i)laces  is  fnrllier  alTecteil  1)\-  the  fact  that  at  a  low  ]ooint  on  the  mains  there  is  a  large 
draw-off  for  trade  pnri)oses  to  the  Skinningrove  Iron  Works.  'Po  facilitate  the  supply  of  these 
high  areas  there  are  two  storage  tanks,  one  at  vSeymonr  Hill  and  rinother  at  North  Terrace. 
Liven  with  these  tanks  the  supply  has  frecinently  been  intermittent  :  an  electrically  driven 
pump  was  therefore  installed  to  fill  the  North  Terrace  tank  from  the  mains.  This  has 
obviated  comi)laints  of  shortage  from  North  Terrace.  A  considerable  i)roportion  of  the 
houses  are  supplied  by  standpi]ies. 

Rivers  and  Streams; — No  serious  pollution  of  the  tstreams  in  the  area  lias  been 
noticed  during  the  period  under  review. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: — Loftns  proper,  Liverton  Mines,  Skinningrove  and  Carlin 
How  are  drained  and  seweied,  the  sewer  discharging  into  the  sea  below  low-water  mark  at 
Skinningrove. 


Closet  Accommodation  : — During  1925  two  pail-closets  were  converted  to  water- 


closets.  The  number  of  closets  of  different  types  at  the  end  of  the  several  recent  years  are  given 


below  : — 


1925. 

1920. 

1914 

Privies  (fixed  receptacles) 

- 

370 

374 

369 

Pail-closets 

- 

1112 

1131 

1157 

Water-closets 

- 

386 

339 

264 

Scavenging  : — This  is  done  by  Council  employees,  the  ash-pits  (of  which  there  are 
about  130  in  the  district)  and  privies  being  emptied  fortnightly  and  the  pail-closets  and 
moveable  dustbins  weekly.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  night-soil  being  ultimately 
utilized  on  allotments  and  farm  land. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  : — An  abstract  of  this  is  given  in  Table  5. 

Smoke  Abatement: — The  Skinningrove  Ironworks,  in  the  fortunate  times  when  they 
are  working,  emit  large  (piantities  of  smoke  and  of  fumes  from  the  coke-ovens.  The  works 
are  situated  on  the  coast  which  faces  the  north-east,  so  that  with  the  prevailing  south-west 
winds  the  smoke  and  fumes  are  to  a  large  extent  blown  out  to  sea.  No  action  has  been 
taken  by  the  local  authority  with  a  view  to  smoke  abatement. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations 

(l)  Common  Lodging-house.  'Phis  is  situated  in  La.st  I.oftns  and  is  registered  for  34 
lodgers.  The  bye-laws  date  from  1879.  It  is  regularly  inspected  and  was  maintained  during 
the  year  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


(2)  Ofleiisive  trades  '-  fisli-fr\  iii^  waas  sclitilnled  as  mi  (iflensive  trade  in  tlic  district  in 
192d.  'I'liere  an.  ciKlit  of  tlicse  Itusiiiesses  in  tlie  area,  all  (  mi  ied  on  in  a  eleanl\’  manner. 

(3)  nnderi;ronnd  sle'epint;  i  oonis  :  there  are  none  in  the  disti  irt. 

Se'l\ools: — 'Pile  ei.i;h!  inihlii.'  elemtntar\'  schools  in  the  district  have  waler-siiiiply  laid 
(Ml  from  the  Cleveland  Water  Company's  mains.  Idverlon  Mines  School  and  I,oltns  Infants 
School  have  {lail-closets,  while  the  remainini;  schools  at  Loflns,  Skinniny;rove  and  Carlin 
How  have  water  closets. 

Information  as  to  infee'tioiis  disease  affeclin.ir  scholars  is  obtained  from  two  sources; 

(1)  As  to  notifiahle  disease,  from  notilicalion  hy  .tteiieral  jiract itioners  and  the  snl)se(|ucnt 
empiiia  made  at  the  home. 

(21  From  the  intimations  which,  nnder  arrangements  maile  by  the  County  f^chool  Medical 
Ofi'icer,  are  sent  by  head  teachers  of  elementary  schools,  both  to  the  County  School 
Medical  ( )fficer  and  myself.  These  intimations  furnish  practically  my  sole  information 
as  to  the  existence  of  non-notitialile  infectious  disease  and  are  highly  appreciated. 

In  the  notifiable  diseases  notice  is  sent  to  the  head  teacher,  recommending^  exclusion  of 
the  patient  or  contacts,  and  a  later  notice  when  le-admission  to  school  may  be  regarded  a  safe. 
These  recommendations  are  baseil  on  the  joint  “  Memorandum  on  Closure  of  and  Jtxcinsion 
from  School  ”  issued  in  1925  and  follow  these  lines  in  scarlet  fever:  (l)  Patients  (whose 
minimum  period  of  isolation  is  four  weeks)  :  exclude  for  a  further  two  weeks  after  dischaege 
from  hispital  or  final  disinfection  of  premises  if  treated  at  home  ;  (2l  Home  contacts  :  (a) 

where  patient  is  removed  to  hospital,  exclude  contact  until  one  week  after  disinfection  of 
premises  ;  (b)  where  patient  is  treated  at  home,  exclude  contact  until  two  weeks  after  final 
disinfection  of  premises.  In  Diphtheria  the  recommendations  are;  (1)  Patients,  exclude 
until  three  weeks  after  discharge  from  hospital  or  final  disinfection  of  i)remises  if  treated  at 
home;  (2)  Home  contacts  :  (a)  where  patient  is  removed  to  hospital,  e.xclude  until  two  weeks 
after  the  removal  or  until  two  negative  swabs  are  obtained  ;  (b)  where  i)atient  is  treated  at 

home  exclude  contact  for  two  weeks  or  two  negative  swabs  subseejnent  to  final  disinfection 
of  premises. 

Of  recent  vears  sch()ol  closure  for  infections  disease  has  been  officially  discountenanced, 
and  the  action  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  has  been  more  limited  to  advice  as  to  the 
exclusion  of  individual  children  and  to  arranging  for  the  disinfection  of  pencils  and  pen¬ 
holders  used  in  common,  and  the  occasional  disinfection  of  school  buildings. 

Housing. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area:— At  the  1921  census  86A  of  the  population 
was  living  in  houses  with  fewer  than  six  rooms;  the  i)re\'ailing  t\pe  of  house  in  the  district 
is  a  five-roomed  one,  usually  with  sitting-room,  kitchen  and  three  bedrooms,  and  more  than 
h.alf  the  families  are  accommoilated  in  houses  of  this  size,  and  there  are  comparatively  few  of 
the  smallest  houses.  The  census  further  showed  that,  on  the  basis  of  the  standard  of 
Fngland  and  Wales  in  1911,  the  housing  accommodation  was  deficient  to  the  extent  only  of 
30  rooms.  Nineteen  houses  have  been  completed  since  the  census,  and  the  population  ir> 
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estimated  to  lia\  e  increasetl  by  200  i:)cr.soiis  ;  the  housing  situation  is,  liovvever,  easier,  and 
the  supply  is  about  eijual  to  the  demand.  Tlie  growth  of  the  population  depends  largely  on 
conditions  in  the  ironstone  mining  and  steel  industry  :  uo  steady  increase  can  be  expected 
while  these  industries  are  in  their  i)resent  stagnant  condition. 

Ovcrcrowdiitg :  1  he  scaicity  of  the  smallest  size  of  house  has  prevented  any  serious 

overcrowding.  The  average  size  of  the  familv  is  diminishing  :  in  191 1  it  was  5.1 1  persons  per 
family,  in  1921  4.71,  and  the  present  low  level  of  the  birth-rate  will  lead  to  a  further  marked 
reduction.  Occasional  slighter  cases  of  overcrowding,  where  two  families  have  occupied  one 
house,  have  come  to  notice  and  have  been  dealt  with  by  informal  or  statutory  notice  and 
abatement  of  the  overcrowding  secured. 

Fitness  of  Houses: — Systematic  house  inspection  has  been  carried  on  for  many yearsand, 
in  consequence,  the  general  standard  of  fitness  of  the  houses  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
I  would  express  the  opinion  that  the  excellent  health  of  the  district  in  the  last  few  vears  and 
the  exceptionally  low  death-rate  have  been  rendered  possible  by  this  steady  attention  to  the 
fitness  of  working-class  houses. 

Unhealthy  Areas: — No  complaints  have  been  received  no  representations  made. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses,  etc.: — Remodelled  b\  e-laws  for  New  Streets  and 
Buildings  were  approved  in  1925,  and  no  difficulty  in  their  opera<:iou  has  yet  occurred.  There 
are  no  bye-laws  for  houses  let  in  lodgings,  nor  for  tents,  vans  and  sheds,  and  any  need  for 
them  is  small. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1925  are  given  in  Table  7. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply: — All  the  fresh  milk  consumed  in  the  district,  is  produced  on  local 
farms.  There  are  23  milk-sellers  on  the  register :  11  wholesale  producers  and  12  retail 
purveyors.  Two  additional  retail  licences  were  granted  during  the  year ;  none  have  been  wfith- 
drawn  or  revoked.  No  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special  designa¬ 
tions  (“  Grade  A  ”  etc.),  and  no  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  has  been  made. 

{!})  Meat: — Arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  meat  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  work  satisfactorily.  The  regular  days  and  hours  of  slaughtering  for  each 
butcher  are  registered  at  the  office;  notice  of  slaughter  outside  these  regular  hours  is  to  be 
given  to  your  Inspector  three  honrs  before  the  time  of  slaughter,  and  this  regulation  has 
been,  on  the  whole,  w^ell  observed.  Your  inspector  examines  the  carcases  soon  after  slaughter, 
and  any  signs  of  disease  are  noted.  In  cases  of  doubt  or  of  a  serious  character  the  medical 
officer  of  health  is  notified,  and  inspects  the  carcase  before  a  decision  is  taken.  No  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  called  for  for  the  marking  of  meat  1764  carcases  were  examined:  three 
carcases  of  beef,  one  fore-cjuarter  of  beef  and  one  of  mutton  w'eie condemned  and  suriendered. 


a  total  weight  of  2,082  Ihs.  In  1924,  800  Ihs.  were  eondeinned  and  in  1928  nil  ;  the  increase 
in  1925  is  entirely  due  to  the  more  efTicient  inspection  rendered  possible  hy  the  rnblic  Health 
(Meat)  Regnlations,  which  have  only  been  in  operation  during  the  last  nine  months  of  the 
year.  The  outstanding  cause  of  nnsonndness  discovered  has  been  tnberenlosis.  Condemned 
meat  is  disposed  of  by  burial. 

There  arc  no  meat  stalls  nor  stores  in  the  district  ;  those  parts  of  the  Regidations dealing 
with  shops  and  vehicles  have  been  more  diiricnlt  to  carry  ont,  but  meat  in  vehicles  is,  in 
general,  adecpiatel>'  covereil  and  kept  clean,  and  the  windows  of  butchers’  shops  are  nsnally 
closed  in  dusty  weather. 

Private  Slauj4htcrhouscs  in  use: 


In  1920. 

Injannatv.  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

8 

8 

O 

Licensed 

2 

3 

3 

Total 

5 

6 

6 

(c)  Other  Foods: — Xo  nnsonnd  food,  apart  from  meat  alread\-  mentioneil,  came  under 
notice.  Bakehouses  are  generally  satisfactory'  and  fried-fish  shops  are  maintained  in  an 
excellently  clean  condition. 

id)  Xo  cases  of  food-poisoning  in  the  district  have  come  to  my  notice. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  prevalence  of  the  most  important  notifiable  infections 
diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  in  recent  years  : — 


Total 

Notifications  received  in 

period 

1910-1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1 925. 

1921-1925. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 10 

4 

2 

40 

12 

o 

O 

61 

Diphtheria 

14 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

I-hicephalitis  Lethargica  — 

— 

— 

0 

1 

0 

1 

The  fatality  < 

caused  lyv  the  commoner 

infectious 

diseases 

is  indicated  in 

the  following 

table  : — 

Total. 

Total. 

Deaths  from 

1916-1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925 

1921-1925. 

.Scarlet  fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

16 

1 

0 

I 

0 

1 

3 

Whooping-cough 

12 

5 

4 

0 

I 

0 

10 

.Scarlet  fever  has  shown  slight  i)revalence  cluring  the  last  five  years,  attaining  in  one  year 
only  to  what  could  ()e  dignified  by  the  name  f)f  an  ei)idemic.  The  tyjie  has  usualb  been  mild. 

An  important  change  in  ])rocednre  with  regard  to  the  control  of  scarlet  fever  was 
instituted  :n  1928.  The  minimnm  period  of  isolation  in  this  disease  insisted  on  bv  the 
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sanilary  (kpaitmetil  hail,  up  till  then,  been  six  weeks.  I  recoinniendeil,  liowever,  ihat  cases 
could  he  discharged  from  hospital,  or,  if  treated  at  home,  released  from  isolation  in  not  less 
than  four  weeks  trom  the  date  of  appearance  of  the  rash,  provided  convalescence  was 
complete  and  there  was  no  sore  throat,  discharge  fi'om  the  ear  or  nose,  suppurating  or  recentlj' 
enlarged  glands,  or  ec/.ematous  jratches.  'Phis  recommendation  has  been  acted  upon,  so  that 
the  average  sta\  in  hospital  has  been  reduced  with  safety  by  some  ten  days,  or  one-fourth  of 
the  former  usual  period  of  hospital  treatment.  h'rom  the  point  of  view  of  the  patient  there 
has  been  a  cinisiderable  reduction  in  the  irksome  confinemeut  imposed,  and,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  community,  economy  both  of  money  and  of  labour  and  a  lessening  of  the  long 
break  in  education  of  the  child  i)atient  and  child  contacts.  There  have  been  no  return  cases- 
(i.e.  fresh  cases  appearing  in  the  home  after  the  return  of  a  patient  discharged  from  hospital). 

Diphtheria  has  been  even  lighter  in  its  incidence  than  scarlet  fever  :  in  the  last  ten  years 
there  have  been  only  19  cases  notified,  with  no  deaths:  in  the  last  four  years  only  one  case. 

bhiteric,  or  t\  phoid,  fever  may  be  mentioned  only  to  state  that  there  has  been  no  case  in 
the  district  since  1912. 

'I'he  new  disease,  enceirhalitis  lethargica.  has  appeared  in  the  district,  one  typical  case 
being  notified  in  1924. 

The  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  measles  and  whooping-cough,  are  the  most  serious 
of  the  acute  infectious.  Their  prevalence  is  probably  little  changed,  but  measles  has  only 
caused  three  deaths  in  the  last  five  years  compared  with  1(S  in  the  preceding  five-year  period, 
while,  however,  the  deaths  from  whooping-cough  have  only  slightly  diminished. 

'I'he  general  position  as  regards  infectious  disease  in  the  district  of  recent  years  supports 
the  opinion  derived  from  the  mortalit\-  returns  of  the  healthiness  of  the  area. 

Your  Council,  with  their  sanitary  officers,  lessen  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  in 
various  ways,  which  may  Ire  summarized  as  :  — 

(1)  Assisting  in  the  diagnosis,  by,  for  example,  bacteriological  methods. 

(2)  Insisting  on  jrroper  isolatimi,  where  it  can  be  legally  enforced  and  providing  hospital 

treatment  for  cases  where  home  conditions  make  this  imperative. 

(3)  Advising  as  to  the  abstention  from  day-school,  Sunday-school,  etc.,  of  contacts. 

(4)  Disinfecting  infected  articles  and  rooms. 

(5)  Aiding  the  treatment,  in  diphtheria,  by  the  free  provision  of  diphtheria  antitoxin. 

Free  examination  of  bacteriological  material  from  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  has  been 
afforded  by  the  Council  since  1901.  Up  till  1924  this  was  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of 
the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  but,  in  order  to  avoid  postal  delays,  from  1924  onwards, 
swabs  have  been  examined  by  the  medical  officer  of  health.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  value 
of  this  examination  is  appreciated,  and  the  number  of  swabs  submitted  for  report  increases 
steadily:  in  1902  and  1903  there  were  120  notified  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  whole 
Guisborough  Union  and  58  swabs  were  submitted,  or  about  10  swabs  for  every  20  cases  :  in 
1908  and  1909,  for  every  20  cases  there  were  15  swabs  sent  in  :  in  1920  and  1921,  37  swabs 
for  every  20  cases;  and  in  1924  and  1925,  84  swabs  for  every  20  cases. 


I'rec  hac'leriological  t xaiiiinalioii  is  also  provided  in  suspected  cases  of  eiileric  fevei’,  this 
])eiug  performed  hy  tlie  Lalioratorx  of  llie  College  ot  Medii'iiie,  Newcastle. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  has  hcen  descrihed  on  a  previous  page.  In  the 
last  three  vears,  d4  cases  have  been  removed  to  tlie  Isolation  IIosi)ital  and  treated  there. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  is  carried  out  hv  means  of  formalin  lamps. 

Diplnheria  antitoxin  has  been  supplier!  free  by  the  Council  since  lt)l()  and  local  prac¬ 
titioners  avail  tluinselves  fnll\'  of  this  aid  to  treatment.  I  have  recommended  that  it  should 
be  given  onlv  by  injection  through  a  needle  and  ineferably  by  injection  into  the  muscles.  .\ 
store  is  maintainerl,  in  4()()()-nnit  phials,  at  the  Council  OlTices,  for  the  local  practitioners  to 
obtain  when  necessar\-  ;  the  provision  of  concentrated  serum  in  8000-nnit  phials,  has  been 
olTercrl.  Neither  Schick  nor  Dick  tests  have  yet  been  emi)lo\'ed. 

Particulars  of  notifications  received  during  the  rear  are  given  in  Table  1. 

Tuberculosis:  -The  number  of  new  cases  that  have  come  to  mr-  knowledge,  by  noti¬ 
fication  or  otherwise,  during  192.o,  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease,  at  difierent 
ages,  is  given  in  Table  2.  'The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  in  the  district  has  not,  during  the 
last  twenty  r  ears,  been  high,  and  shows  a  tendency  to  decline  still  further  :  in  the  five  years 
1904  — 1908  the  (Dath-r.ite  from  all  forms  rvas  1-18;  in  1909 — 1913,  1.01  ;  in  1914  — 1918,  1.06; 
in  1919 — 1923,  0.86;  rvhile  in  1924  it  rvas  1.07,  and  in  1925,  0.43.  The  rates  for  single  years 
are  subject  to  large  chance  fluctuations,  and  the  five-year  jreriod  is  the  safer  index  of  progress. 

The  administrative  measnies  that  are  employetl  are: 

(1)  As  an  aid  to  diagnosis  free  examination  of  sputa  is  oft'ered  by  the  local  authority. 

(2)  When  a  cast  is  negified,  the  premises  are  visited  by  the  medical  offleer  of  health  or 
the  sanitarr-  inspector,  action  is  taken  in  regard  to  any  housing  defects  or  overcrowding 
discovered,  general  advice  as  to  admission  of  fresh-air  and  prevention  of  infection  is  given, 
and  assistance  oft'ered  through  the  private  medical  attendant  in  bringing  the  patient  into 
touch  with  the  Conntv  Council  scheme  for  t:eatment: — 

(3)  .Spitting  cups  and  disinfectant  are  supplied  free. 

(4)  Disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  the  patient  is  car’ied  out  when  the  patient  is 
removed. 

Less  advantage  is  taken  of  the  bacteriological  facilities  offered  in  tuberculosis  than  in 
diphtheria.  Throughout  the  (Inisborongh  Union,  taking  all  the  cases  stated  by  medical 
practitionei s,  in  notification  or  in  death-registration,  to  have  suffered  from  pnlmonarv  tuber¬ 
culosis,  in  about  three  out  of  four  sputum  is  never  submitted  for  examination.  In  manv  cases, 
of  course,  the  clinical  signs  of  pnlnumarN-  tuberculosis  may  seem  ob\  ions  without  recourse 
to  sputum  examination,  which  latter  again  may  \  ield  negative  residts  for  some  time  in 
undoubted  cases.  Xotwithstamling  its  limitations  the  laboratory  report  may  be  of  value  in  every 
case:  it  certainly  gives  point  to  atlvice  as  to  precautions  to  betaken  to  guard  against  infection, 
and  it  should  be  of  assistance  in  the  prognosis,  or  forecast  of  the  progress  of  the  disease.  'To 
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illustrate  this  latter  point  none  ot  the  104  patients  whose  sputum  has  heeii  reported  during 
I9'24  and  1925  as  not  containing  tubercle  bacilli  has,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover, 
died,  as  yet,  from  this  disease.  80  ha\  e  been  reiiorted  by  myself  as  containing  tubercle  bacilli  in 


sputa,  and  of  these  patients  four  have  lelt  the  district,  and  nineteen  of  the  remaining  thirty- 
twit  have  died  before  the  midtlle  of  Ma\ ,  1920.  In  nine  of  those  with  jiositive  sputa  the  report 
stated  that  the  number  of  bacilli  per  microscope  field  was  not  more  than  one  in  two  or  more 
fields:  seven  of  these  patients  still  survive,  ]>eriods  of  from  7  to  27  months  having  elapsed 
since  the  sputum  examination  ;  two  have  died,  surviving  11  and  18  months  respectively  after 
the  reirort,  and  in  the  first  the  tuberculosis  was  complicated  by  cancer  elsewhere.  In  eleven 
cases  the  report  stated  the  average  number  of  bacilli  per  field  as  between  1  and  10  ;  (me  of 
these  left  the  district,  five  of  the  remainder  died,  and  five  still  survive.  In  sixteen  cases  the 
number  of  bacilli  was  stated  as  being  more  than  ten  per  field;  three  of  these  left  the  district, 
one  still  survives,  after  eight  months,  and  twelve  died  after  an  average  interval  of  4^  months. 
The  prognosis  can  therefore  be  regarded  as  good,  doubtful,  or  bad,  according  to  the  number 
of  bacilli  found  in  the  si)utum,  and  this  forecast  may  itself  be  of  assistance  in  the  treatment 
of  the  disease. 


The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  received  from  local  practitioners  and  of 
deaths  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  areas  follows: — 

Notifications  from 

local  practitioners.  Deaths. 


1922 

.  .  . 

15 

7 

1 928 

... 

18 

7 

1924 

•  .  • 

15 

10 

1925 

•  f  « 

1 1 

4 

The  ratio  of  notifications  to  deaths  averages  about  two  to  one  :  taking  all  forms  of  the 
disease  into  consideration  this  projjortion  should  be  at  least  as  high  as  four  to  one,  so  that 
the  notifications  cannot  be  regarded  as  complete.  The  fatal  cases  in  1925  had  all  been 
notified. 


Under  the  Articles  of  the  Ihiblic  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925, 
relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade,  no  action  tias  yet  been  found  necessary. 
Also  under  sec.  62  of  the  Pui)lic  Health  Act  1925,  referring  to  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  certain  tuberculous  cases,  no  action  has  yet  been  found  necessary. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


Under  the  Notification  of  liirths  Act  practically  all  the  births  are  notified  to  me  within 
86  hours.  The  information  recei\ed  is  transmitted  weekly  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 


Health  and  to  the  local  registrar  of  births. 

Births  registered  in  1925  -  -  -  -  165 

Live  births  notified  in  1925  .  -  .  -  162 

Still  births  notified  in  1925  .  .  -  .  7 

Total  births  notified  by  midwives  in  1925  -  79 


A  Mnterni'v  and  Child  Wtlfatf  CtMilif  has  hec-n  luld  twice  moiillilv  at  the  'I'owii  Hall, 
I^oftus,  since  1918.  An  animal  ^^^anl  ol  £‘25  is  received  for  this  from  the  Connt\  Coniuil.  ,\ 
similar  Centre  held  at  Carlin  Ilow  was  discontinued  at  the  end  of  1925  Imt  has  been  ie- 
opened  in  the  current  \ear.  'I'he  a\era^e  attendance  per  session  at  the  Centie  in  1925  u.is 
15  children.  No  fresh  ckweloinnents  have  taken  jilace  in  recent  years. 

The  course  of  infant  mortalit\-  in  the  district  is  given  in  the  following  table  : 

Infant  Mortalit\  Rate 


(infant  deaths  jier  1000  births) 

5  years 

1889 

1893  (average  for  4  years 

is  123) 

5  vears 

1 891 

18t)8 

1 2(-;^ 

5  \ cars 

1 899— 

1903 

138 

5  \  ears 

1904  — 

■1908 

123 

5  years 

1 909— 

•1913 

1172 

5  vears 

1914  — 

1918 

120 

5  years 

1919 

1923 

81 

1924 

43 

1925 

66h 

In  comparing  the  rate  lor  the  last  four  years  with  those  at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  it 
is  found  that  lather  more  than  half  the  deaths  that  would  have  occurred  under  the  conditions 
then  prevailing  are  now  avoided.  During  these  years  local  industries  have  experienced 
severe  depression,  so  that  one  may  conclude  that  good  mothering  is  not  inconsistent  with  hard 
times.  Somewhere  about  40  infant  deaths  per  thousand  births  mar’  be  regarded  as  unavoidable 
under  present  conditions,  and  this  rate  has  been  closely  approached  in  some  recent  years. 


A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  milk,  free  or  at  half-price,  to  necessitous  mothers  and 
children,  was  in  operation  in  the  district  for  two  vears,  from  the  autumn  of  1921  to  the 
autumn  of  1923.  In  all,  4(S2  applications  were  received,  from  about  90  households,  and  in 
420  of  these  the  applications  were  granted,  one  pint  of  fresh  milk  being  supplied  for  one 
month,  free  in  rather  less  than  90'V,  of  the  cases  and  at  half-price  in  the  remainder.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  that  this  aided  considerably  in  mainta:’ning  the  health  of  babies  in  the 
difficult  times  immediately  following  the  1921  stoppage.  The  need  for  it  was  less  as  con¬ 
ditions  became  stabilised  and  it  was  therefore  dropped. 


Particulars  of  the  frecpiency  of  deaths  of  mothers  from  sepsis  and  other  causes  connected 
with  child-bearing  are  given  below: — 


.Maternal  Deaths,  rates  per  1,000  births: 


Doftns  Drbaan 

(inisborongh 

District. 

I’nion. 

1918—1925. 

1918  1925. 

Deaths  from  sejrsis 

1.16 

0.92 

Deaths  from  other  causes 

4.07 

3.85 

Total  deaths  from  child-bearing 

524 

4  76 

Mngland 

Wales. 


1918—1924. 


1.54 

2-23 


3-77 


IG 


Puerperal  sepsis  is  less  prevalent  or  fatal  in  the  Guisborongh  Union  than  in  the  whole 
conntry,  but  your  district  has  the  second  highest  mortality  from  this  cause  of  the  six  com¬ 
prising  the  Union.  Deaths  of  mothers  from  other  causes  than  sepsis  are  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  above  the  average,  and  in  this  respect  the  Loflus  district  occupies  a  mean  position  in 
the  Union. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  is  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes  occurring  in  new-born  babies, 
which  sometimes  leads  to  an  opacity  of  what  should  be  the  transparent  front  of  the  eye. 
No  case  has  been  notified  in  the  last  two  years  ;  in  the  three  previous  years,  1921  — 1923,  five 
cases  were  notified,  which  were  treated  at  home  :  in  three  of  these  some  permanent  impair¬ 
ment  of  vision  resulted. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  GIBSON. 


17th  July,  1926. 
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1.  Notifiable  Diseases  during  (be  Year  192c5. 


1  )isc';isc. 

I'oliil  t':isL’N  Cases  ;ulmiUcil 

'I'otal 

not  1  lieil .  ini  lospital . 

1  )eat  lis. 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Scarlet  I'ever 

..  d  i 

1 

luiteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

-  - 

Puerperal  h'ever 

- 

— 

Pneninonia 

14 

7 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable  :  — 

Fhiceph.  Lethargica 

— 

Pvrysipelas 

..3  — 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

( 

TUBERCULOSIS. 
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LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 
in  force  in  the  Di^ridts. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


2\ 


Premises  Disinfected 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 
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7.  HOUSING. 


New  Houses  erected  in  ld25 

,  I'otiil 

3  n 

Z 

"D 

A-*  ^  Ay 

S8I 

-C 

u 

C  j 

i  si 

r  A  ^  ^ 

1 5 

Guishorough 

Irltan 

District. 

Loftus 

_  Urban 

District. 

u  ^ 

3  Z 

73  U'  — 

(S(S 

73 c; 

0 

With  Subsidy 

115 

13 

2 

0 

(SO 

i  I  emporary 
Buildtn^^s 

0 

Without  Subside 
' 

50 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Hudei  District  Council  Scheme 

210 

0 

0 

0 

19 

0 

Houses  inspected  uudei  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts 

33 

0 

27 

21 

(S 

232 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Regu¬ 
lations 

27 

0 

9 

3 

6 

232 

Houses  found  unfit  for  habitation 

• 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Houses  found  requiring  repair 

50 

0 

9 

8 

6 

190 

Houses  repaired  in  consequence  of  informal 
notices 

50 

0 

7 

5 

3 

121 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  3  of  the 

Housing  Act  1925 

(1)  Houses  respecting  which  formal 
notices  were  served 

0 

0 

2 

o 

O 

3 

10 

(2 

'  Houses  rendered  fit  by  Owners 

0 

0 

2 

3 

3 

4 

(3)  Houses  rendered  fit  by  L.  A. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

(4)  Houses  voluntarily  closed  by  Owners 

0 

0 

0 

0 

( 

0 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Houses  respecting  which  formal 
notices  were  served 

0 

0 

0 

0  i 

6 

5 

(2)  Houses  repaired  by  Owners 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

(3)  Houses  repaired  by  I..  A. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Proceedings  under  Secs.  11,  14,  15  of  the 
Housing  Act  1925 

Closing  Order  made 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  action 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

COMPARATIVE  SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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indicated  in  the  first  row  of  tlie  table)  must  be  taken  into  consideration;  further,  before  comparing  birth-rates 
a  knowledge  of  the  relative  proportion  of  young  married  women  in  the  districts  is  necessary,  or  before  comparing 
death-rates,  information  as  to  the  relative  numbers  of  people  at  ages  when  death  is  less  avoidable. 
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